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Sent by email: info@ipsa.gsi.gov.uk
11 February 2010
Dear Sir/Madam
MPs’ expenses: a consultation – Standards for England response
Standards for England, the national regulator that oversees the conduct framework for locally elected politicians, submitted written and oral evidence to the Committee on Standards in Public Life’s (CSPL’s) inquiry into MPs’ expenses last year. We are pleased to have the opportunity to now respond directly to the body set up to oversee the new expenses system. Whilst the roles of national and local politicians are different, as is the detail of the requirements for an expenses, as opposed to a standards, regime, we do feel that there are some areas of overlap in terms of the design of the system and the ethical principles underpinning the behaviour of those being regulated.
Given the nature of our role, we do not feel that it would be appropriate for us to respond to each of the questions you pose in your consultation. Instead, we would like to make some general points which we trust will be of use as you finalise the design of your system.

We support the design principles which underpin the new expenses system. These design principles will help to ensure that those being regulated, as well as the general public, understand not only what is expected of them but also the ethos and rationale behind the rules to which they are expected to adhere. 
We are strong advocates of principle 12 (The system must give the public confidence that high standards of honesty and decency will be upheld).  We believe that the thoughts and reactions of the general public should always be borne in mind when deciding how to implement the system. As illustrated by the recent issues relating to expenses, the confidence of the public is essential for the credibility of MPs.
In our own experience of assessing public confidence, we have found that longitudinal research studies have been a useful tool for measuring the public perception of the standards framework and confidence in standards of behaviour. We would be happy to share our experiences with you. 
Finally, whilst we recognise that there will be differences between the standards framework for councillors and the expenses framework for MPs, we would like to take this opportunity to offer our assistance should you feel you would benefit from further contact with us as you continue to implement your plans. We would be happy to provide further information either in writing or via a face-to-face meeting.
Yours sincerely
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE







